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hofer line C of the solar spectrum (identical with the red hydrogen line), nD that for the yellow sodium light, and nF that for the blue hydrogen line.
Glass				nF ~ nC
	nc	n£>	np	»D ~ J
	1. 5153	I.5I79	1.5239	0.0166
Ordinary silicate-flint ......	I 6143	1.6202	I. 6^14	0.0276
				
The last column contains the so-called dispersive power v, of the substance.    It is defined by the relation
— n
v =
»n —
(So)
It is practically immaterial whether nD or the index for any other color be taken for the denominator, for such a change can never affect the value of v by more than 2 per cent.
Since now the constants of a lens system depend upon the index, an image of a white object must in general show colors, i.e. the differently colored^images of a white object differ from one another in position and size.
In order to make the red and blue images coincide, i.e. in order to make the • system achromatic for red and blue, it is necessary not only that the focal lengths, but also that the unit planes, be identical for both colors. In many cases a partial correction of the chromatic aberration is sufficient. Thus a system may be achromatized either by making the focal length, and hence the magnification, the same for all colors; or by making the rays of all colors come to a focus in the same plane. In the former case, though the magnification is the same, the images of all colors do not lie in one plane; in the latter, though these images lie in one plane, they differ in size. A system may be achromatized one way or the other according to the purpose for which it is intended, the choice depending upon whether the magnification or the position of the image is most important.inuously increases as the color changes from the red to the blue end of the spectrum. The following table contains the indices for three colors and for two different kinds of glass. nc is the index for the red light corresponding to the Fraun-
